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SIMON SCHUSTER, United States, 2009. Paperback. Condition: New. Lang uag e: Eng lish . Brand New Book. This dramatic narrative of
breathtaking  scope and riveting  focus puts the story back into history. It is the sag a of how the most ambitious of big  ideas -- that a world
made up of many nations can g overn itself peacefully -- has played out over the millennia. Humankind s Great Experiment g oes back to the
most ancient of days -- literally to the Garden of Eden -- and into the present, with an eye to the future. Strobe Talbott looks back to the
consolidation of tribes into nations -- starting  with Israel -- and the absorption of those nations into the empires of Hammurabi, the Pharaohs,
Alexander, the Caesars, Charlemag ne, Geng his Khan, the Ottomans, and the Hapsburg s, throug h incessant wars of territory and relig ion, to
modern alliances and the g lobal conflag rations of the twentieth century. He traces the breakthroug hs and breakdowns of peace along  the
way: the Pax Romana, the Treaty of Westphalia, the Concert of Europe, the false start of the Leag ue of Nations, the creation of the flawed but
indispensable United Nations, the eDort to build a new world order aEer the cold war, and America s unique role in modern history as the
master builder of the international system. ODering  an insider s view of how the world is g overned today, Talbott interweaves throug h this epic
tale personal insig hts and experiences and takes us with him behind the scenes and into the presence of world leaders as they square oD or
cut deals with each other. As an acclaimed journalist, he covered the standoff between the superpowers for more than two decades; as a hig h-
level diplomat, he was in the thick of tumultuous events in the 1990s, when the bipolar equilibrium g ave way...
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