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young  Eng lish woman in search of herself. Helen, intellig ent, witty, rebellious, had sworn never to marry. But when she found herself with child
aDer a brutal encounter with a strang er, she ag reed to marry the wealthy and dissolute Lord Henry Merritt. Helen, neg lected by her husband,
felt very much alone until she met Emma, the celebrated Lady Hamilton. No two women were less alike. Emma was uneducated, sensual, and
by sheer will and unsurpassed beauty had catapulted herself into a brilliant marriag e and into a scandalous aEair with the famous Lord Nelson.
But fate joined these two unforg ettable women in a drama of intrig ue and war and Helen s destiny was newly shaped by a g reat and exotic
moment in history. Born near Cambridg e, Massachusetts to Pulitzer prize-winning  poet Conrad Aiken and his first wife, the writer Jessie
McDonald. Jane Hodg e was 3 years old when her family moved to Great Britain, settling  in Rye, East Sussex, where her young er sister, Joan,
who would become a novelist and a children s writer, was born. Their parents divorced in 1929. From 1935, Jane Hodg e read Eng lish at
Somerville Colleg e, Oxford University, and in 1938 she took a second deg ree in Eng lish at RadcliEe Colleg e, her mother s alma mater. She was
a civil servant for a time, and also worked for Time Mag azine, before returning  to the UK in 1947. Her works of fiction include historical novels
and contemporary detective novels. In 1972 she renounced her United States citizenship and became a British subject. For...
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