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necessity. The family s fortunes consequently began to rise and fall as Cunningham strove to carve a professional niche as a characer actor,
while continuing his writing career. In this way he kept his lively family afloat and on the fringes of the excitement entertainment industry. In My
Father Was a Bit Player Joe Cunningham s daughter, Joan, remembers her extraordinary childhood with a clear eye and a fond heart. She
writes with beautiful clarity and graceful humor to relate her recruitment to attend Shirley Temple s fifth birthday party; how she came to
witness the legendary back lot burning of Atlanta, and what it was like to cheer her own dad s larger-than-life appearances on the big screen.
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