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*****.The purpose of this hearing  is to examine the Department of Homeland Security s role, capabilities, and challeng es concerning
cybersecurity. There are many issues facing  the Department. Today s hearing  is an opportunity to focus on the cyber threats facing  our
homeland and how tog ether we can defend ag ainst them. Cyber attacks come in all forms. America is the victim of cyber espionag e. Countries
steal our military and intellig ence information. There are threats of cyber warfare from terrorists and economic cyber attacks from Iran and from
China. These countries are stealing  our trade secrets and intellectual property. The most daunting  is undoubtedly the cyber threats ag ainst our
critical infrastructures. We know that four nations are conducting  reconnaissance on our utilities, they are penetrating  our g as and water
systems, and also our energ y g rids. If the ability to send a silent attack throug h our dig ital networks falls into our enemy s hands, this country
could be the victim of a devastating  attack. Yet while threats are imminent, no major cybersecurity leg islation has been enacted since 2002.
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