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Dover Publications Inc., United States, 2004. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 211 x 137 mm.
Lang uag e: Eng lish . Brand New Book. Mathematics has come a long  way indeed in the last 2,000
years, and this g uide to modern mathematics traces the fascinating  path from Euclid s Elements
to contemporary concepts. No backg round beyond elementary alg ebra and plane g eometry is
necessary to understand and appreciate author Constance Reid s simple, direct explanations of
the arithmetic of the infinite, the paradoxes of point sets, the knotty problems of topolog y, and
truth tables of symbolic log ic. Reid illustrates the ways in which the quandaries that arose from
unsolvable problems promoted new ideas. Numerical concepts expanded to accommodate
such concepts as zero, irrational numbers, neg ative numbers, imag inary numbers, and infinite
numbers. Geometry advanced into the widening  territories of projective g eometry, non-
Euclidean g eometries, the g eometry of n-dimensions, and topolog y or rubber sheet g eometry.
More than 80 drawing s, integ rated with the text, assist in cultivating  a g rasp of the abstract
foundations of modern mathematics, the search for truly consistent assumptions, the
recog nition that absolute consistency is unattainable, and the realization that some problems
can never be solved.
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R e vie ws  

A top quality publication along  with the typeface utilized was intrig uing  to read throug h. It is among st the most awesome pdf i have g ot read
throug h. Its been developed in an remarkably straig htforward way and it is only rig ht a>er i finished reading  this publication in which actually altered
me, modify the way i believe.
-- Do n P a co cha     

An extremely g reat ebook with perfect and lucid answers. This is certainly for anyone who statte that there was not a well worth looking  at. Its been
desig ned in an exceptionally simple way and is particularly only soon a>er i finished reading  throug h this ebook in which actually transformed me,
modify the way in my opinion.
-- Libbie  Fa rre ll    
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