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Hachette Children s Group, United King dom, 2006. Paperback. Condition: New. Lang uag e: Eng lish . Brand New Book. It is Edinburg h, 1822, and
young  Robbie is eig ht years old when he witnesses his mother s pain and subsequent death from an operation - without anaesthetic - to
remove a tumour from her breast at the hands of Dr Knox. Haunted by this terrible event, Robbie, his hapless father and baby sister Essie
attempt to move on with their lives. But when Robbie s father loses all their money and disappears, Robbie is leD to look aDer himself and his
sister in the Edinburg h slums. Somehow he falls in with Burke and Hare, the two men whom Knox employs to collect bodies for medical
research. Robbie sees a way to aveng e his mother s death. Convincing  himself that Knox is having  people killed for him to experiment on,
Robbie eventually confronts him. But Robbie comes to realise that for all his hard-heartedness and corrupt methods, Knox s motives are
ultimately for the g ood: to improve surg ical conditions, and operate on patients with the g reatest speed and therefore minimum risk. Robbie
eventually trains to be a surg eon, finally g iving  meaning  to his mother s trag ic death.
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