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No. 66 Althoug h cotton has been g rown for its fiber for many centuries, the seed has been
g enerally used commercially only in relatively recent times. It is reported that in ancient times
the Hindus and the Chinese, using  the principle of the mortar and the pestle, developed crude
methods for obtaining  oil from cottonseed. They used the oil for their lamps and fed the
remainder of the pressed seed to their cattle. For many centuries, however, the use of
cottonseed in India and China never developed much beyond that primitive stag e. The first
cottonseed oil known to have been produced in America was exhibited before the American
Philosophical Society in 1768. It was produced on a very small, experimental scale and was
g enerally reg arded as a curiosity. Little effort appears to have been made to produce additional
oil until after the invention of the cotton g in in 1793. The increase in cotton production that
followed this invention made the use of cottonseed a challeng e. During  the first part of the 19th
century, mills in Europe...
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