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***** From the PREFACE. FOR several years | have been giving, at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, courses of lectures on those

portions of dynamics, both rigid and fluid, which are fundamental in aeronautical engineering. The more elementary parts of these courses,
covering about ninety out of one hundred fifty lectures, are found in this book. Although it has been customary to teach the two subjects of
rigid and of fluid dynamics in parallel or in rapid alternation, so that they are both developed as needed for each other and for the
accompanying courses on airplane and airship design, it has seemed better in making a presentation in book form to separate them. The
student should have completed Chaps. IX-XIl of the fluid mechanics before undertaking the latter part of Chap. VI. A number of topics which
might well be included in a work on aeronautics have been omitted from the book, as they are from my lectures, because they can be taken up
so much better in the parallel courses on design. In the preparation of the selected material | have had constantly in mind my own experience
and needs relative to effective classroom instruction, particularly in the matter of lists of exercises. Although my students are supposed to have
completed thorough courses in calculus, including the elements of differential equations, and in theoretical and applied mechanics, it has
seemed better to assume too little, rather than too much, as retained in usable form. | hope, therefore, that with the present interest in
aeronautics in particular, and in applied mathematics in general, this work may prove stimulating to other than technical students of
aeronautical engineering. Nobody can issue a book on aeronautics...
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