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of the whole tenor of the novel The Book of Merlyn. This work is part of the pentalog y The Once and Future King , which retells the Arthurian
leg end. In this book King  Arthur, not a young  boy anymore and facing  a battle with his enemy Mordred, finds himself standing  in front of a
council consisting  of various types of wise animals who deal with a difficult question: In what way does human kind disting uish itself from other
species and how do they fit into the world It is common knowledg e that neither modesty nor peaceableness is one of human kind s speciality.
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