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from The Duke Divinity School Review, Vol. 29: Winter 1964 With what measure of satisfaction the Council fathers turned homeward a second
time can only be a matter of surmise. It is fairly plain that all were weary, chastened, and yet hopeful. In two sessions, totaling seventy-nine
General Congregations, only two schema of the originally prepared seventeen had been perfected. During the second session three others of
central importance had been extensively debated. The fathers had listened to 596 speeches on the part of colleagues. They had heard
approximately 24 reports from Council commissioners, charged with preparation, emendation, and re-drafting of decrees. Collectively, they
had written thousands of proposed emendations for schemata which in turn had to be reviewed, assessed, and incorporated or rejected by
the appropriate drafting committees. Eighty-nine secret ballots had been taken respecting the substance of decrees, not counting nine votes
of cloture on further discussion. Each moming at 8 30 the Council fathers had celebrated mass. They had prayed together, endured together,
hoped together, jostled one another in the press of the coffee bars - Bar-rabbas or Bar Jonah. N ow they would go home, some together,
others singly to remote corners of the earth. They would resume their essential role in far ung places as pastors of pastors and shepherds of
souls. And most, | think, would face with renewed spirit and devotion the varying exigencies which the Catholic Church confronts in widely
differing parts ofthe world. There is no doubt in my mind that the devout and compassionate concern of John XXlll for the inner renewal of the
Catholic Church has both inspired and released a latent and ripening response on the part...
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