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*****_|n 2000, Congress authorized the WOSB program to increase contracting opportunities for WOSBs by allowing contracting officers to set
aside procurements to such businesses. SBA, which administers the program, issued implementing regulations that became effective in 2011.
GAO was asked to review the WOSB program. This report examines (1) how businesses are certified as eligible for the WOSB program, (2) SBA s
oversight of certifications, and (3) the effect the program has had on federal contracting opportunities available to WOSBs or EDWOSBs. GAO
reviewed relevant laws, regulations, and program documents; analyzed federal contracting data from April 2011 through May 2014; and
interviewed SBA, officials from contracting agencies selected to obtain a range of experience with the WOSB program, third-party certifiers,
WOSBs, and organizations that represent their interests.
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