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***x* At the bidding of the mysterious MacLeod s Maidens, Andrew MacKenzie and his friends (known collectively as the Stormy Petrels) are
making their way on foot from Mallaig on the west coast of the Scottish Mainland, opposite Skye, south to the wild mountain wilderness that
lies between Rannoch Moor and Loch Etive in Argyll. There, they are to search for a particular holly tree where the Cailleach Bheur (the
supernatural Winter-Hag) hid her storm hammer long ago. If they manage to find it, they are to take it to the Gulf of Corryvreckan between the
islands of Scarba and Jura and drop it down the throat of the treacherous whirlpool of Corryvreckan during springtide on the flood in order to
summon the Cailleach Bheur and her pack of tempestuous Storm Wolves. Only then will they stand a chance of defeating an occult secret
society called the Inner Circle, which is headed by the Muileartach (the Sea-Hag) and her coven of powerful witches. The way is fraught with
many dangers. Not only are they on the run from the police and the Inner Circle, but there are many forces of darkness which are determined
to stop them in their tracks. The children must be trained to become fully fledged Storm-Riders before they can face the great battle that is
looming. - - - - EXCERPT FROM THE BOOK: They noticed a group of great sea eagles flying overhead. The children were fascinated by their
absolute mastery of flight. Sometimes soaring, somersaulting and darting through the air; sometimes, grabbing one another by the talons
and spinning round and round together, faster and faster, like acrobatic skydivers. As Andrew watched them,...
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