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Createspace Independent Publishing  Platform, 2017. Paperback. Condition: New. Lang uag e: Eng lish . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand
*****. The World Set Free is a novel written in 1913 and published in 1914 by H. G. Wells. The book is based on a prediction of nuclear weapons of
a more destructive and uncontrollable sort than the world has yet seen. It had appeared first in serialised form with a diEerent ending  as A
Prophetic Trilog y, consisting  of three books: A Trap to Catch the Sun, The Last War in the World and The World Set Free. A frequent theme of
Wells s work, as in his 1901 nonfiction book Anticipations, was the history of humans mastery of power and energ y throug h technolog ical
advance, seen as a determinant of human prog ress. The novel beg ins: The history of mankind is the history of the attainment of external
power. Man is the tool-using , fire-making  animal. . . . Always down a leng thening  record, save for a set-back ever and ag ain, he is doing  more.
(Many of the ideas Wells develops here found a fuller development when he wrote The Outline of History in 1918-1919.) The novel is dedicated
To Frederick Soddy s Interpretation of Radium, a volume published in 1909. Wells s knowledg e of atomic physics came from reading  William
Ramsay, Ernest Rutherford, and Frederick Soddy; the last discovered the disinteg ration of uranium. Soddy s book Wealth, Virtual Wealth and
Debt praises The World Set Free. Wells s novel may even have influenced the development of nuclear weapons, as the physicist Leo Szilard
read the book in 1932, the same year the neutron was discovered. In 1933 Szilard conceived the idea of neutron chain reaction, and filed for
patents on it in 1934. Wells s atomic bombs have no more force than ordinary...
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