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WAGNER S RING OF T HE NIBELUNG: A PHILOSOPHIC  REC ONST RUC T ION     

Createspace, United States, 2013. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 203 x 133 mm. Lang uag e: Eng lish . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand
*****.Richard Wag ner s monumental opera cycle The Ring  of the Nibelung  takes approximately 16 hours of playing  time. So what is the content
he is actually dealing  with that long  time? The master composer not only wrote the music, but the lyrics as well, along  even with the director s
instructions, based on an old template, primarily the Nibelung enlied. So what is the voluminous story about? Is it about more than just a
picturesque strug g ling  for world domination? It is precisely this more that is to be worked out here. Wag ner himself in his theoretical essay on
Opera and Drama made the position of the poetry ag ainst the music very strong ; he even explained the music as a mere means for the
purpose of expressing  the intentions of the drama. In this reinterpretation of the opera as a music drama he even saw his personal merit. An
adequate appreciation of the ring  can therefore not simply disreg ard the dialog ues as some chewing  g um in the mouth of the sing ers or the
punching  bag  of the absolute musician. The Ring  will be interpreted mainly from the lyrics itself, but with occasional side g lances to Wag ner s
theoretical writing s. In an epilog ue Wag ner and his Ring  - historically standing  in the middle of Weimar classic and the Thrid Reich - will be
viewed with reg ard to the problem of anti-Semitism, that can be analysed as lucidly here as with no other author, just following  the pointers in
both directions. This book is the Eng lish translation of the orig inal German edition, done by the author himself, thus providing  an authentic
insig ht into German philosophic and esthetic thinking  of the time up...
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