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Hundredth Anniversary: Of the Settlement of the Town of New Milford, Conn, July 17th, 1907 New England from the old country, they brought
with them a few tunes to which they sang all the psalms and hymns. The proper mode of rendering these was through the nose. With the lapse
of time and the advent of a new generation, these tunes became jangled together in inextricable confusion. The practice was for a deacon as
leader to read a line of the psalm or hymn, and the congregation sang at it as best they could, each one using such tune as he chose, and
often sliding from one tune to another in the same line or improvising as he went on. Finally, in 1721, the Rev. Thomas Walter of Rox bury,
Mass, published a treatise, upon the grounds or rules of music or an introduction to the art of singing by rote, contain ing twenty-four tunes
harmonized into three parts. The attempt to supersede the old Puritan tunes and restrict the liberty of the individual singers met with the
greatest opposi tion and was long successfully resisted in all the churches in New England, so tenacious were they of the rights of the indi
vidual singer. It caused great dissension in the church at this place. Finally, in February, 1740, the church voted to half the time for the next year,
singing the old way one Sabbath and the new way the next, and in 1741, at a meeting specially called to settle the matter, it was voted thirty to
sixteen to sing thereafter after the new way. No musical instruments were allowed in the meeting house. They had never seen...
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