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Condition: New. Cambridg e University Press, 2014. 284p. Paperback. Series: Cambridg e Studies in Ling uistics, 124. Children often mispronounce
words when learning  their first lang uag e. Is it because they cannot perceive the di?erences that adults make or is it because they can't produce
the sounds involved? Neither hypothesis is su?icient on its own to explain the facts. On the basis of detailed analyses of his son's and
g randson's development, Neil Smith explains the everyday miracle of one aspect of first-lang uag e acquisition. Mispronunciations are now
attributed to performance rather than to competence, and he arg ues at leng th that children's productions are not mentally represented. The
study also hig hlig hts the constructs of current ling uistic theory, arg uing  for distinctive features and the notion 'onset' and ag ainst some of the
claims of Optimality Theory and Usag e-based accounts. Smith provides an important and eng ag ing  update to his previous work, The
Acquisition of Phonolog y, building  on ideas previously developed and drawing  new conclusions with the aid of fresh data. (Publisher's
information). Condition: New Print on Demand. Printed on Demand.
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