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Forg otten Books, 2017. Paperback. Condition: New. Lang uag e: Eng lish . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****. Excerpt from A
Comparison of the Features of the Earth and the Moon The story of the physical conditions of the moon had best be beg un by noting  that the
relation of our satellite to a larg er sphere is not exceptional, but the most characteristic of all the relations of one stellar body to another. Of
the planets in the solar system, all save the two nearest to the sun, Mercury and Venus, have one or more smaller spheres circling  about them.
The relation of the sun to the several planets in a larg er way repeats this plan of g rouping  lesser about g reater orbs. It is g enerally believed by
astronomers that the celestial spheres have been formed by a process of condensation, due to g ravitation, of matter which was orig inally
widely di?used; that our solar system, before it was org anized into the sun and lesser bodies, was in the form of a di?used nebulous mass of
spheroidal form which extended beyond the orbit of the outermost planet. As this matter g athered towards the center, the material now in
each of the planets and its satel lites parted from the parent body, probably at first in the form of a nebulous ring , or spiral, which in time broke
and g athered into a spheroidal mass. In that detached portion of the parent nebula the process of concentration was repeated, with the result
that satellites, or, as we may term them, secondary planets, were formed substantially as the g reater Spheres were set o? from the sun. There
are many questions and doubts concerning  the details of this nebular theory, but that the evolution of our solar system and probably of all
stellar sys tems took place...
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