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Forg otten Books, 2017. Paperback. Condition: New. Lang uag e: Eng lish . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****. Excerpt from The Ocean,
Atmosphere, and Life: Being  the Second Series of a Descriptive History of the Life of the Globe To the majority Of mankind g rouped in crowded
populations on the continents, extending  over scarcely a quarter of the surface of the g lobe, the sea is little else than a vast abyss Without
limits or bottom. Even learned men are inclined, by an illusion of intellectual optics, to g ive a much g reater g eog raphical importance to the
phenomena of continental reg ions, than to those of the ocean. Just as our ancestors, beholding  infinite space filled with stars and nebulae
arched over their heads, imag ined this immensity to be a dome resting  on the vast structure of the earth. Althoug h the in?uence of the ocean
in the g eneral economy of the g lobe has not been studied with the same care, relatively, as the eGect of the rivers Which ?ow throug h the
plains, or of the spring s Which g ush from the cleHs of the hills, yet it is still of the first importance, and on it all the phenomena of planetary life
depend. 3 Water is the chief of all! Exclaimed Pindar in the early days of Hellenic civilization; and since then science has revealed to us, that the
continents themselves are elaborated in the bosom of the seas, and that Without them earth, like a metallic surface, could g ive birth to no
org anic life Whatever. Thus, as almost all the cosmog onies of primitive nations poetically declare earth is The daug hter of ocean. This is not
simply a myth, it is a fact. The study of the the earth - rocks, sand, clay, chalk, cong lomerates, proves materials of the continental masses have
in g reat part...
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