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*eexx Extract: CHAPTER | BLACKMAIL Half way along the north side of the main street of Highmarket an ancient stone gateway, imposing
enough to suggest that it was originally the entrance to some castellated mansion or manor house, gave access to a square yard, flanked
about by equally ancient buildings. What those buildings had been used for in other days was not obvious to the casual and careless
observer, but to the least observant their present use was obvious enough. Here were piles of timber from Norway; there were stacks of slate
from Wales; here was marble from Aberdeen, and there cement from Portland: the old chambers of the grey buildings were filled to
overflowing with all the things that go towards making a house-ironwork, zinc, lead, tiles, great coils of piping, stores of domestic appliances.
And on a shining brass plate, set into the wall, just within the gateway, were deeply engraven the words: Mallalieu and Cotherstone, Builders
and Contractors. Whoever had walked into Mallalieu Cotherstone s yard one October afternoon a few years ago would have seen Mallalieu
and Cotherstone in person. The two partners had come out of their office and gone down the yard to inspect half a dozen new carts, just
finished, and now drawn up in all the glory of fresh paint. Mallalieu had designed those carts himself and he was now pointing out their
advantages to Cotherstone, who was more concerned with the book-keeping and letter-writing side of the business than with its actual work.
He was a big, fleshy man, Mallalieu, midway between fifty and sixty, of a large, solemn, well-satisfied countenance, small, sly eyes, and an
expression of steady watchfulness; his attire was...
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