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the Dialectic and Philanthropic Societies: I come to acquit myself of an oblig ation I could not disreg ard, and to attest my sense of the
distinction you have been pleased to confer, however much I reg ret that the cause of letters, and this occasion of ever recurring  interest, have
not a more fit representative. Thoug h poor must be my contribution to the annual festival of the friends of learning , so redolent of pleasant,
but mournful remembrances of the past, and joyful hopes of the future, so cheering  to our country and our University, in view of the intellectual
harvests which have been here g athered, and of those which are in promise, I could not decline the g rateful oGice of welcoming  forth those,
who, having  finished with approbation their course here, now g o forward to the duties and trials of manhood, and of speaking  a word of
encourag ement and counsel to the ing enuous youth, who continue in these peaceful shades, pursuing  he same liberal studies. It would,
doubtless, be a most ag reeable communication, could one, who aHer a long  separation, returns to bear a part in the ceremonies of this day,
and finds in these classic halls, a new g eneration, emulous in every ennobling  quality, announce any discovery or improvement, in an ag e so
abounding  in wonderful chang es, by which the student could be relieved of the toil and labor now deemed indispensable for his discipline,
and by which, youth could be at once invested with the wisdom and learning , thus far attainable only by long  years of industrious...
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