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***** The nations of antiquity, unable to discover their real origin, found a secret gratification in tracing it to the Gods. Thus a religious
sentiment was connected with the foundation of states, and the building of the city walls was consecrated by religious rites. The Christian
middle ages preserved the spirit of Pagan antiquity, and every city celebrated with solemn rites the day of its patron saint. The colonies,
which, in the natural progress of their development, became the United States of America, traced their history, by authentic documents, to the
first Christian cultivators of the soil; and in New England the religious idea lay at the root of their foundation and development. In Plymouth it
took the form of separatism, or a simple severance from the Church of England. In Massachusetts Bay it aimed at the establishment of a
theocracy, and the enforcement of a rigorous uniformity of creed and discipline. From the resistance to this uniformity came Rhode Island and
the doctrine of soul liberty. On the 5th of February, 1631, the ship Lyon, with twenty passengers and a large cargo of provisions, came to
anchor in Nantaskett roads. On the 8th she reached Boston, and the 9th, which had been set apart as a day of fasting and prayer for the little
Colony, sorely stricken by famine, was made a day of thanksgiving and praise for its sudden deliverance. Among those who, on that day, first
united their prayers with the prayers of the elder colonists, was the young colonist, Roger Williams.
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