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this field that should be within the reach of children. Children ought to have stories at hand precisely as they ought to have food, toys, games,
playgrounds, because stories meet one of the normal needs of their natures. But these stories, like the food given to the body, ought to be
intelligently selected, not only for their quality but for their adaptation. There are many good books which ought not to be in the hands of
children because children have not had the experience which interprets them; they will either fail to understand, or if they understand, they will
suffer a sudden forcing of growth in the knowledge of life which is always unwholesome. The fairy tale belongs to the child and ought always
to be within his reach, not only because it is his special literary form and his nature craves it, but because it is one of the most vital of the
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it during the most sensitive and formative years, and those...
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