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***** From my adolescence to my golden years and calmed old age, the reading of philosophy has always been a happy companion. My first
serious encounter with philosophical ideas occurred when a friend lent me a novel -Nausea- published by Jean-Paul Sartre, the French
philosopher. Fresh on my mind is still the memory of that afternoon of my youth when | read the novel from beginning to end on a bench in La
Recoleta square in Lima, Peru. | thought then, What a fantastic novel! | will have to buy my own copy because this book must be studied. | must
study philosophy. Although the years have inexorably passed, never have | ceased to read philosophy. Ciro Alegria, the Peruvian writer
published a book whose title has always fascinated me: The world is wide and strange. Echoing Alegria, | will say: Philosophy is broad and
alien-we must travel its amplitude. This booklet is the product of that journey of material and spiritual enrichment.
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