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Createspace, United States, 2013. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152 mm. Lang uag e: Eng lish . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand
*****.W. Somerset Maug ham s second book. He was then some twenty-three years old, and would have taken joy and pride in this contribution
to the consciously uncompromising  realism of the period. At the time, Liza of Lambeth must have made some noise in Eng land. Perhaps
America would hardly have stood for it then, any more than it would have hailed a Limehouse Nig hts with delig ht. On the other hand,
Americans may have a more robust sense of romance. It is to be noted that Liza of Lambeth was lauded by its first American sponsor not as a
piece of uncompromising  realism, but as the love idyl of a shining  fig ure-a symbol of the unquenchable hung er for beauty and romance. Liza
was a factory g irl of the mating  ag e, daug hter, of a drunken and totally squalid charwoman. She was pretty, and fond of finery and pleasure,
but not unchaste. She was waiting  for her destined mate, who unluckily proved to be the first strong  adult male who snatched her up and
kissed her on the street. He was a married man of the neig hborhood, not a bad husband and quite a g ood father, with a daug hter of Liza s
own ag e. This made the situation uncomfortable, but there was no helping  it; the whole aIair was fated. It ended in a brutal fig ht between Liza
and the wife, both preg nant, and Liza s death aJer a drunken nig ht with her brutal mother. This is a tale of neg ative naturalism. Its cockney
dialect is laboriously and tiresomely rubbed in. The squalor of its scene and of its people is voluptuously insisted on. Liza is a pathetic, not a
shining  fig ure....
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