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Wipf Stock Publishers, 2017. Hardback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****. If humans are not
capable of immortality, then eschatological doctrines of heaven and hell make little sense. On that Christians agree. But not all Christians
agree on whether humans are essentially immortal. Some hold that the early church was right to borrow from the ancient Greek philosophers
and to bring their sense of immortality to bear on the interpretation of biblical passages about the afterlife. Others, however, suggest that we
are inherently mortal, and only conditionally immortal. This latter view is usually associated with an annihilationist interpretation of the
doctrine of hell and a rejection of eternal torment. In a philosophical analysis and argument, McLeod-Harrison proposes that humans are,
indeed, immortal, but not essentially so. But neither are we immortal accidentally or conditionally. Instead, immortality is an enduring
property--a property we cannot lose once created. McLeod-Harrison carefully delineates the sense of immortality he defends and provides a
broadly Christian philosophical argument for it. The argument, if correct, leaves the recent suggestion that the unredeemed are annihilated on
unsteady metaphysical feet. However, McLeod-Harrison does not defend eternal conscious punishment for the unredeemed, but suggests
some ways to think about the possibility of a universal salvation. McLeod-Harrison provides an admirably careful metaphysical analysis of the
concept of human immortality, ultimately arguing for the impossibility of personal annihilation. Whether or not one finally agrees with his
thesis, this work is an immensely valuable resource, especially as regards discussions of philosophical anthropology and the doctrine of hell. -
-James S. Spiegel, Professor of Philosophy and Religion, Taylor University In this fascinating, albeit complicated, argument against
conditional immortality (annihilationism), the author makes no claim that the human soul is essentially immortal; he argues instead that, once
a human...
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