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Demand *****.Excerpt: .week, he was greatly mistaken. The dining down-stairs was not quite such a success; he was usually completely
ignored, and always felt glad when the formal prolonged meal was over, and he was at liberty to follow Mr. Gregory to the library. There,
indeed, Bertie had often two, or even three, hours trying work, copying out prospectuses and share lists, reading aloud a strange jargon he
did not half understand about stocks, consols, and dividends, adding up prodigious sums of money, subtracting other sums from them, and,
when the result did not quite satisfy Mr. Gregory, having to consign them all to the waste-paper basket, and begin over again. Still, it was
better than the long dreary evenings in the deserted school-room, though so much confinement was beginning to tell a little on Bertie s rosy
cheeks and healthy young frame. The atmosphere of the Underground Railway, too, was injuring lungs that had never breathed anything but
the purest country air, and at last Mr. Gregory noticed his altered appearance, and invited him to drive into the City in the dog-cart with himself
every morning. That was indeed a red-letter day,
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