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Createspace Independent Publishing  Platform, 2016. Paperback. Condition: New. Lang uag e: Eng lish . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand
*****. *Includes pictures *Includes accounts written by Emperor Maximilian and his wife of their lives and reig n in Mexico *Includes online
resources and a bibliog raphy for further reading  *Includes a table of contents Once upon a time, when a Civil War threatened to fracture the US,
there was a monarchy south of the Rio Grande. That king dom was called Mexico. It had a mag nificent castle, a beautiful princess and a tall,
handsome prince; he was noble and idealistic, he had fire in his heart, but he was weak and g ullible. A fool, some would say. One day, when
he was still a teenag er, he wrote, Ambition is like the balloonist. To some extent, the rise is nice and he does enjoy a splendid view and a vast
landscape. But when he rises more, vertig o occurs, the air becomes thin and the risk of a big  fall increases. With this parable, the Austrian
Archduke Maximilian of Hapsburg  inadvertently predicted the destiny to which he would bravely ride, despite the warning s and the sweet
talkers. In any case, he followed his hearts mandate. And Charlotte, the princess, was one of the most cultured and beautiful in Europe. Since
she was a g irl she d known that one day she would become a queen or an empress. When it was first hinted that they would be oEered the
crown of Mexico, she was 22 and he was 28, and they were surrounded by the intrig ue and ambition of their own brothers, who could not wait
to have them removed from the picture. So when, three years later, the couple received the oEicial diplomatic mission which aEirmed Mexico
required their presence, the proposition was like a...
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