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***** Hammer has written a great war novel here, brilliantly informed on munitions and the horrors of close combat. This is a Northern novel,
with echoes of Michael Shaara s The Killer Angels, but it also evokes---in the author s sympathy for poor white Peckerwoods---the bleak cracker
comedies of Erskine Caldwell. ---John Mort, Vietham combat veteran and author of the award-winning novel, Soldier in Paradise --- BREAKING
SLAVE SHACKLES Black soldiers (and a Peckerwood white boy) free the slaves---that s the thrust of Emancipating. Opening as Sherman s
soldiers win the Battle of Atlanta, the action follows Billy Leidig, a Georgia Militia deserter, as he searches for an escaped slave girl he loves.
The hapless graycoat private blunders into a firefight and, to his astonishment, gets captured by her. Now Lenora June Moffat is disguised as a
man and fighting as bluecoat sergeantin the U. S. Colored Infantry. Lenora leads a wildcat black squad on one flank of Sherman s march from
Atlanta to the sea. They free slaves at plantations the army itself will not reach. Despite doubts about her mission, Billy dons the uniform of a
fallen Union lieutenant and joins them. The seven squad members ambush a 40-man platoon of Confederates refugeeing a coffle of 300 slaves,
marching them on a chain out of Sherman s path. They defeat the platoon in a bloody battle and emancipate the slaves-at heart-rending cost
to themselves. But the sheer joy of breaking slave shackles with a cold chisel converts Billy to Lenora s cause. Hopeless about their future
together, she nevertheless woos him. She had been educated by Quakers during an earlier sojourn in the North. Lenora...
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