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Excerpt: . . . to runoff from an estimated 2-day rainfall total of about 3 inches, caused by outer bands of Hurricane Rita, which made landfall
along the western Louisiana and eastern Texas coastline, September 23-24, 2005 ( National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, 2005b ).
Thirty samples from all site types were analyzed for E. coli using the modified mTEC membrane filtration method during the study period (
table 4). Of the 30 samples, 13 samples were reported as estimated due to non-ideal colony counts. The highest E. coli density was 2, 400 CFU
per 100 mL at the Mississippi Sound at Maywood Road at Gulfport, MS, on October 18, 2005. Because criteria for E. coli are only available for
freshwaters ( U. S. Environmental Protection Agency, 2004a ), densities from freshwater and mixed sites for this study were compared to criteria
listed in table 5, specifically, to the single-sample density of 575 CFU per 100 mL for infrequent full-body contact. Of the 13 E. coli samples from
freshwater or mixed sites, none exceeded the criterion. Eleven duplicate, 11 procedure blank, 1 field blank, 5 positive control, and 5 negative
control quality-assurance samples were run using the MPN Enterolert method during the study period ( table 6 ). Relative percent differences (
RPD ) were calculated for the 11 duplicate samples by subtracting the density of the duplicate from the environmental sample, dividing by their
average, and multiplying by 100 ( RPDs not shown ). The average RPD was 49 percent, and ranged from 0 to 152 percent. There were...
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