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Demand ***** Excerpt from Queed: A Novel It was five of a November afternoon, crisp and sharp, and already running into dusk. Down the
street came a girl and a dog, rather a small girl and quite a behemothian dog. If she had been a shade smaller, or he a shade more
behemothian, the thing would have approached a parody on one s settled idea ofa girl and a dog. She had enough height to save that, but it
was the narrowest sort of squeak. The dog was of the breed which are said to come trotting into Alpine monasteries of a winter s night with fat
American travelers in their mouths, frozen stiff. He was extremely large for his age, whatever that was. On the other hand, the girl was small for
her age, which was twenty-four next month; not so much short, you understand, for she was of a reasonable height, as of a dainty slimness, a
certain exquisite reticence of the flesh. She had cares and duties and even sober-sided responsibilities in this world, beyond the usual run of
girls. Yet her hat was decidedly of the mode that year; her suit was smartly and engagingly cut; her furs were glossy and black and big. Her
face, it may be said here as well as later, had in its time given pleasure to the male sex, and some food for critical conversation to the female.
A good many of the young men whom she met along the way this afternoon appeared distinctly pleased to speak to her. About the Publisher
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