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***** From the PREFACE WITH A WORD OF INTRODUCTION. Amidst the many evolutions of Indian religious thought, there is often a danger of
losing sight of individual influences at work. The selection of these three religious sects of Parsi, Jaina, and Sikh will, it is hoped, stimulate

further study of those ages of religious inquiry which have given birth to so many schools of thought. The Parsi and the Sikh religions are of
twofold interest, as being religious faiths that have given birth to nations. Parsi-ism has, therefore, been treated more from an historical than a

present-day standpoint, which latter fails to give a true impression of its value as a study. The Parsi can rightly claim to have encouraged the

study of philology, and of the comparative method of investigating the religions of the world. The distinctive tenets of the Jaina take us, for
their origin, back to the Buddhist era in India-that greatest era of religious speculation that the world has ever known. And hence the study of
Jaina philosophy throws many side-lights on the origin of Buddhism and the period which gave it birth. It is time that this were recognized
more widely by Anglo-Indians. The Sikh remind us of the entrance of Islam into India, and the era ofits struggle with reforming Hinduism. Their
faith embodies both the pantheism of the Brahman and the monotheism of the Muslim, being itself the product of the reflections of successive
teachers under both these influences. -D. M. T., All Saints Day, 1898.
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