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***** homas Coke Watkins Birthdate: 1800 (75) Death: Died 1875 Immediate Family: Son of Archibald Washington Watkins and Elizabeth Watkins
Husband of Elizabeth Ann Watkins Father of George Rust Watkins (John) Richard Jefferies (1848-1887) is best known for his prolific and sensitive
writing on natural history, rural life and agriculture in late Victorian England. However, a closer examination of his career reveals a many-sided
author who was something of an enigma. To some people he is more familiar as the author of the children s classic Bevis or the strange
futuristic fantasy After London, while he also has some reputation as a mystic worthy of serious study. Since his death his books have enjoyed
intermittent spells of popularity, but today he is unknown to the greater part of the reading public. Jefferies, however, has been an inspiration
to a number of more prominent writers and W.H. Hudson, Edward Thomas, Henry Williamson and John Fowles are among those who have
acknowledged their debt to him. In my view his greatest achievement lies in his expression, aesthetically and spiritually, of the human
encounter with the natural world - something that became almost an obsession for him in his last years. He was born at Coate in the north
Wiltshire countryside - now on the outskirts of Swindon - where his family farmed a smallholding of about forty acres. His father was a
thoughtful man with a passionate love of nature but was unsuccessful as a farmer, with the result that the later years of Jefferies childhood
were spent in a household increasingly threatened by poverty. There were also, it seems, other tensions in the family. Richard s mother, who
had been brought up in London,...
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