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Createspace Independent Publishing Platform, 2017. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand
*****_An Inland Voyage (1878) is a travelogue by Robert Louis Stevenson about a canoeing trip through France and Belgium in 1876. It is
Stevenson s earliest book and a pioneering work of outdoor literature. As a young man, Stevenson desired to be financially independent so
that he might pursue the woman he loved, and set about funding his freedom from parental support by writing travelogues, the three most
prominent being An Inland Voyage, Travels with a Donkey in the Cevennes (1879) and The Silverado Squatters (1883). Voyage was undertaken
with Stevenson s Scottish friend Sir Walter Grindlay Simpson, mostly along the Oise River from Belgium through France, in the Fall of 1876 when
Stevenson was 26 years old. The first part, in Belgium, passed through heavily industrial areas and many canal locks, proving to be not much
of a vacation. They then went by rail to France, starting downriver at Maubeuge and ending at Pontoise, close to the Seine. The route itinerary
has become a popular route for modern travelers to re-enact with guidebooks and maps available. Stevenson (named Arethusa in the book
after his canoe) and Simpson (called Cigarette along with his canoe) each had a wooden canoe rigged with a sail, comparable in style to a
modern kayak, known as a Rob Roy. They were narrow, decked, and paddled with double-bladed paddles, a style that had recently become
popularin England, France, and neighboring countries, inspired by Scottish explorer John MacGregor s book A Thousand Miles in the Rob Roy
Canoe (1866). Outdoor travel for leisure was unusual for the time, and the two Scotsmen were often mistaken for lowly traveling salesman (a
status that more than once kept...
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