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Oxford University Press. Paperback. Book Condition: new. BRAND NEW, The Oxford Book of the Sea, Jonathan Raban, It is no surprise that one
of the earliest works in Eng lish literature should be a poem about the sea: the sea has been a source of fascination from the earliest times, and
the Ang lo-Saxon poem 'The Seafarer' is only the first in a long  series of writing s which ponder its mystery. A powerful and restless presence in
real life, the sea is one of the most ubiquitous and protean symbols in literature, chang ing  in response to shiGs in sensibility, and holding  a
mirror to all who confront it - Renaissance explorers and Aug ustan g entlemen, Romantic outcasts and Victorian travellers, small-boat sailors,
naturalists and novelists, poets and oceanog raphers: men and women in a state of wonder before the sea. Jonathan Raban bring s a special
awareness and knowledg e to his role as editor; in the words of Colin Thubron, 'nobody of his g eneration writes more subtly or imag inatively
on travel'. Raban's introduction constitutes an important essay on the meaning  of the sea in literature, and the pieces he has chosen display
the exhilarating  richness of writing  in the tradition. Along side extracts from the acknowledg ed marine masterpieces are many unexpected
delig hts: Emily Dickinson's aIirmative poem 'Exhalation is the Going '; a meditation on a seaside holiday by Larkin; Jane Austen's tart satirizing
of Byron's Romanticized sea; Thoreau's contemplation of monsters and lost anchors oI Cape Cod; Willard Bascom's brilliantly observed
description of breaking  waves. As richly varied and enthralling  as the sea itself, this sparkling  collection spans the centuries from AD 900 to the
present and forms a unique and important body of writing  to delig ht in and admire.
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