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Letters of John Adams and His Wife Abig ail Adams: During  the Revolution, With a Memoir of Mrs. Adams The memorials of that g eneration by
whose eCorts the inde pendence of the United States was achieved are in g reat abun dance. There is hardly an event of importance, from the
year 1765 to the date of the definitive treaty of peace with Great Britain, in September, 1783, which has not been recorded, either by the industry
of actors upon the scene or by the indefatig able labors of a succeeding  class of students. These persons have devoted themselves, with a
hig hly commendable zeal, to the investig ation of all particulars, even the most mi nute, that relate to this interesting  period. The individuals
called to appear most conspicuously in the Revolution have many of them leF voluminous collections of papers, which, as time passes, find
their way to the lig ht by publication, and furnish important illustrations of the feeling s and motives under which the contest was carried on. The
actors are thus made to stand in bold relief before us. We not only see the public record, but the private commentary also; and these, taken in
connec tion with the contemporaneous histories, all of which, however defective in philosophical analysis, are invaluable depositories of facts
related by living  witnesses, will serve to transmit to pos terity the details for a narration in as complete a form as will in all probability ever be
attained by the imperfect faculties of man. Admitting  these observations to be true, there is, neverthe less, a distinction to be drawn between
the materials for a his tory of action and those for one of feeling ; between the labors...
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