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This virtue of godlike sincerity or integrity would also be its own reward, even if it had no connection with the promise of the divine presence.
Sterling and uniform uprightness, in word and deed, commands or wins the homage of all men; and, what is infinitely better, it secures, to a
believer, joy and peace in believing. The God of truth marks his approbation of all who walk in the light of truth, by lifting upon them the light of
his own countenance. He manifests himself to them, in a way that he does not to the insincere and the half-honest. The fact is, God regulates
his fellowship with his professed friends, by the same general principle on which we regulate our own fellowship with our acquaintances. We
avoid, as much as possible, all intimacy with the doubleminded, and the tricky, and the false-tongued. We make them feel, by our manner,
that we cannot rely on them, nor act with them. They sit upon thorns whilst in our company. And whatever be their profession of religion, such
persons find a similar reception from God, both at the sacrament and in the closet. There, too, they sit or kneel upon thorns. Again; in God
there is none of the darkness of pride. He is majestic, but condescending also. All his dignity is as amiable as it is exalted. He is not a respecter
of persons,...
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