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***** Lurch through East Anglia, UK, with the most lovable D.I. (Driving Instructor) in history ever to become a P.I. (Private Investigator), and
plunk his bum on a stool in Brooklyn, NY, eating Junior s Cheesecake-real New York cheesecake. Go with him as he attends a Mafia funeral to
rival a royal wedding. And then worry and scold like a Yiddishe mama as he risks life and limb to solve a murder best described as a dripper.
Driving instruction? Oh, yes. He does some of that, and his driving students are, well, unusual. Some won t drive. Some won t stop. Some kill
things along the way to driving competence. Like author Jonathan Gash s Lovejoy, the antiques-dealer-turned-sleuth, Shelf Barker is an
encyclopedia of oddness, but a lot less snarky. But he is non-politically correct--or maybe a better way to say it is omni-ethnic--about it all. So
how DOES a mild-mannered Brit go from giving driving lessons to the great British public of terrified driving students to solving a double
murder? He has help. Like Janet Evanovich s almost helpless Stephanie Plum, Shelf works under the watchful eyes of two able helpers. One s
an Italian beauty who can barely boil pasta, and the other is one of his ex-wives whom he fondly compares to a deadly snake. Not exactly
Stephanie Plum s Ranger and Joe Morelli. More interesting. He labours under myriad delusions, Shelf does, not least of which is that as a
former university professor (his slide from grace has been bumpy), he knows everything about everything. Including English. When he chides
his wife about her mistakes in English, she assures him her university studies taught her...
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