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theoretician Serg ei Eisenstein, whose artistic theories (in all their formations and reformations) run throug hout the book, illustrating  the
influences that a?ected the Soviet art world in the period between the two world wars. I "The Aquarians" Eisenstein meets Bertolt Brecht in the
first-class compartment of a train heading  from Berlin to Moscow in May 1932. They spend the nig ht discussing  and arg uing  about everything
from the use of Renaissance mag ic in art to "some kind of Wag nerian Gesamtkunstwerk, " in which everything  in art is connected. "The
Sorcerer's Apprentices" takes place at a meeting  held in Moscow on 14 April 1935, on the occasion of performances g iven during  a visit by a
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dialog ue with the philosopher, critic, and literary historian Mikhail Bakhtin. The speak about German culture - in particular Eisenstein's desire to
stag e Wag ner's The Valkyrie, which Bakhtin appears to object to on both political and artistic g rounds; the influence of astrolog y in Soviet
literarycircles; and jazz music as a symbol of pure art.
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