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investigation into these causes would necessitate the consideration of such questions as hours of labour, rates of wages, and the economic
conditions under which different trades are carried on; and, although in the course of our inquiries we were able to gather information on
these subjects, to which reference is made in this report, we have no desire to convey the impression that the accuracy of such information has
been scientifically sifted, or that the extent, of our inquiries would justify any final conclusions. We may, however, at the outset, state that we
were greatly impressed by the progress which, has taken place in many of the leading branches of manufactures since we passed through
these countries in 1882. It is satisfactory to be assured that our exports of manufactured goods to Germany compare so favourably with our
imports, and that, moreover, the German empire is our largest customer. And while it is possible that the aggregate value of the foreign
commerce of Germany in comparison with that of Great Britain has been overestimated, there can be no doubt that in certain industries our
supremacy is seriously challenged. Germany is making enormous strides, and notably in those manufactures in which superior knowledge,
technical skill, and the agency of the expert in chemistry or other sciences can be brought to bear. This holds good to a remarkable degree in
certain industries concerning which...
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