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iii. 135.] We must expect of man the latest day, Nor ere he die, he s happie, can we say. The very children are acquainted with the storie of
Croesus to this purpose: who being  taken by Cyrus, and by him condemned to die, upon the point of his execution, cried out aloud: Oh Solon,
Solon! which words of his, being  reported to Cyrus, who inquiring  what he meant by them, told him, hee now at his owne cost verified the
advertisement Solon had before times g iven him; which was, that no man, what cheerefull and blandishing  countenance soever fortune
shewed them, may rig htly deeme himselfe happie, till such time as he have passed the last day of his life, by reason of the uncertaintie and
vicissitude of humane thing s, which by a very lig ht motive, and slig ht occasion, are oKen chang ed from one to another cleane contrary state
and deg ree. And therefore Ag esilaus answered one that counted the King  of Persia happy, because being  very young , he had g otten the
g arland of so mig htie and g reat a dominion: yea but said he, Priam at the same ag e was not unhappy. Of the King s of Macedon that
succeeded Alexander the Great, some were aKerward seene to become Joyners and Scriveners at Rome: and of Tyrants of Sicilie,
Schoolemasters at Corinth. One that had conquered halfe the world, and been Emperour over so many, Armies, became an humble and
miserable suter to the raskally officers of a king  of AEg ypte: At so hig h a rate did that g reat Pompey purchase...
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