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AUTHORHOUSE, 2015. Hardback. Condition: New. Lang uag e: Eng lish . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****. The trio comprises three
musical g eniuses: Robert and Clara Schumann and Johannes Brahms. Clara married Robert, with whom she fell in love when she was just
sixteen, thoug h it meant challeng ing  the iron will of her father, who wished her to marry an earl or a count, certainly not an impoverished
composer. The Schumanns had eig ht children, and Robert s g reatness as a composer was never in doubt, but he was also mentally ill,
attempted suicide, and finally incarcerated himself in an asylum, where he died two and a half years later. Johannes Brahms entered the
picture shortly before the incarceration and fell deeply in love with Clara but was just as deeply indebted to Robert for g etting  his first six
opuses published within weeks of their meeting . Clara was forbidden to see Robert in the asylum because the doctors feared she would excite
him too much. Brahms became a g o-between for the couple, ferrying  messag es to and fro, but both loved Robert too well to abuse his trust.
Brahms learned instead to associate deep love with deep renunciation-and, coupling  this love with early experiences of playing  dance music
for sailors and prostitutes in Hamburg  s dockside bars, he became a victim to the Freudian conundrum: where he loves, he feels no passion,
and where he feels passion, he cannot love. Germany g rows in the hinterland of the story from four hundred-plus principalities to one nation
under Bismarck. The g reat composers of the century (Mendelssohn, Chopin, Liszt, and Wag ner among  others) have their entrances and exits,
and the g hosts of Bach, Mozart, Beethoven, and Schubert are never distant. Thoug h firmly g rounded in fact, the book unfolds like a novel, a
narrative of love, insanity,...
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