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Forgotten Books, United States, 2015. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152 mm. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on
Demand ***** Excerpt from Eclectic Physical Geography The aim of this book is to indicate briefly what we know or surmise concerning the
proximate causes of the more common and familiar phenomena observed at the earth s surface. Even thus restricted, the field of inquiry
encroaches to a greater or less extent upon the domains of all the branches of science. Since the study of Physical Geography precedes that of
the sciences in most of our schools, it has been thought advisable to present, in the form of an introductory chapter, a condensed statement
of the more important and fundamental scientific conceptions regarding the properties and phenomena of matter and energy, such as inertia,
gravitation, cohesion, affinity, and heat, light, magnetism, and electricity. This chapter may be studied or simply read, at the discretion of the
teacher. The order of treatment of the different parts of the subject proper is that which seems most natural and rational. After describing the
relations of the planet to the solar system, its movements and their effects, the atmosphere is at once considered, not only because it forms
the true outer layer and envelope of the earth, but because its action is the proximate cause both of all details in the relief of the land, and of
the more conspicuous phenomena of the sea. The sea is next discussed, since it forms an intermediate layer between the atmosphere and
three fourths of the earths solid surface, and since the peculiarities in the relative position, composition, and relief of the land masses can be
appreciated only after some acquaintance with the depth and character of the bottom in different regions of the sea. In...
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