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Law of Maryland: A Dissertation Submitted to the Board of University Studies of the Johns Hopkins University in Conformity With the
Requirements for the Degree of Doctor of Philosophy Logically and perhaps historically the first instrumental ity made use of by the state in
meeting the labor problem is the common law. This results, not from an active in tent ou the part of the state to solve any problem, but from a
quiescent attitude towards an unimportant phenomenon. The common law is tumed to before the labor problem assumes any special
characteristics of its own, and the various cases are settled according to the general principles of the common law as laid down in cases
between individ nals who are in no special relation to each other. If, in the beginning, as is usually the case, no economic question obtrudes
into the case, but the matter is one of pure law, the decision based on former precedents will work substan tial justice. When, on the other
hand, the relative economic position of the two parties is of importance, decisions based on pure law will not be adequate and will often
entirely fail to settle the question at bar. When, as always hap pens, the economic status oi the parties does not merit attention until after the
deciding of cases involving similar matters, but not calling into question the economic relation, it is practically impossible for the judges when
the economic question is presented to them to disregard the precedents and to dispense economic justice and not justice according to law.
Common law does, as is Often said, progress and grow with the times, but more often legislation is...
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