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Th e Myth  of  A ch i evem en t Tests: Th e GED an d th e          
Rol e of  Ch aracter i n  A m eri can  Li f e          

By Tim Kautz

University Of Chicag o Press, 2014. Book Condition: New. Brand New, Unread Copy in Perfect
Condition. A+ Customer Service! Summary: The GED and the Role of Character in American Life
offers in-depth historical and analytical explorations of how the GED came to be used on such a
g rand scale and why our reliance on it is so pernicious. For example, the main org anization that
administers the test, the American Council on Education, has for decades prevented the US
Census from disting uishing  GEDs from hig h-school g raduates, and thus prevented honest
evaluations of the GED's effectiveness. Also, due to a reliance on achievement tests and
prog rams like No Child Left Behind, schools were g iven an incentive to encourag e low-
performing  students to drop out and take the GED to g et them off the books without penalty. So
the GED prog ram creates problems by inducing  students to drop out of school, and it conceals
major social problems by passing  off GEDs as hig h-school g raduates. The essays in this book
definitively establish that, as a g roup, GEDs are not the equivalents of hig h-school g raduates.
The book explains statistically how most GEDs perform at the level of hig h-school dropouts in
the labor market, in marriag e, in the...
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R e vie ws  

This book is g reat. it absolutely was writtern quite properly and beneficial. Its been written in an extremely basic way and it is merely a@er i finished
reading  throug h this ebook in which basically chang ed me, affect the way i really believe.
-- Le o po ld  Schm id t       

Simply no words and phrases to clarify. It really is full of knowledg e and wisdom You wont feel monotony at at any moment of the time (that's what
catalog s are for relating  to when you question me).
-- P a o lo  Spinka     
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