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Thomas Williams of Pennsylvania, on the Reconstruction of the Union: Delivered in the House of Representatives, February 10, 1866 Thevast
discretion necessarily lodged in the commander-in-chief in times like those through which we have just passed, the extreme promi nence of
his position, and the enormous in u ence arising from the control of an immense expenditure, were almost sure to give to that officer a greatly
preponderating weight, and to make the world - accustomed only to royal wars and royal rule - believe that it was the President alone, and
not the Congress or the people, who had saved this nation, and whose business it was to restore itin all its parts. And therefore it was that the
same claim of power in the proclamation of December, 1863, provoked no animadversion here, while the details of the Presidential plan were
subjected to the severest criticism; and no special com plaint was made when the will of the law-making power was disregarded and
overruled. And therefore it was, too, that the House bill failed On a Second trial. And for the same reason, it is now, that the press and
politicians of the nation, instead of controverting the power of the Executive altogether to meddle with the reorganization of these States, and
denouncing the attempt on his part as a clear usurpation, have only complained in whispers and with bated breath, that he did not extend the
right of suffrage to the black man, While even so intelligenta ersonage as Robert Dale Owen, has referred to tis work of reconstruction as the
greatest of the many difficult and responsible duties which the termination of the war...
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