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Forg otten Books, 2018. Paperback. Condition: New. Lang uag e: Eng lish . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from Birds Nests
and Eg g s: With Directions for Bird-StuAing , With Instructions as to Their Manag ement With returning  spring  all nature revives; the birds which
remain with us all the winter seem restored to life by the first fine day; those which departed on their journey to a warmer climate in the autumn
return from their mig ration; and once more the woods and fields re-echo with their song . The rook and the crow g ive the first intimation that
the pairing  season is at hand. Their cawing  is incessant, as is also the industry with which twig s and branches are conveyed to their intended
dwelling -place in the tree-tops. A little later, and the smaller birds make the g rove sound musical, as their several song s of love are poured
forth. From this time the male becomes the slave of the female. He sing s to charm her; he labours incessantly to aid her; he g athers materials
for the nest; he assists her in building , and super intends the workmanship; and marvellous it is to see them, without other instruments than
beak and claws, build and weave or sew the nest, according  to their peculiar habits. Observe the materials which they employ with so much
eAect, and with a discernment which indicates something  approaching  to intellig ence. Look how skilfully one weaves the catkins of the willow,
the poplar, and thistle down, surrounding  it by strong er fibres, and the address with which it 18 suspended at the extremity of some slender
pendulous branch, beyond the reach of anything  that only runs or creeps. Another, having  made its calcula tions, fixes its nest so near to the
surface of the water, that as the wind sweeps throug h the four reeds...
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