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Brill, Netherlands, 2003. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 236 x 155 mm. Language: English . Brand New Book. The essays in this collection
reveal that the social and political development of post-apartheid South Africa depends to an important degree on the evolving cultural, social
and political identities of its diverse population and on the role of the media of mass communications in the country s new multicultural
democracy. The popular struggle against the country s former apartheid regime and the on-going democratisation of South African politics
have generated enormous creativity and inspiration as well as many contradictions and unfulfilled expectations. In the present period of social
transformation, the legacy of the country s pastis both a source of continuing conflict and tension as well as a cause for celebration and hope.
Post-apartheid South Africa provides an important case study of social transformation and how the cultural, social and political identities of a
diverse population and the structure and practices of the media of mass communications affect the prospects for developing a multicultural
democracy. The promise and the challenge of building a multicultural democratic society in a country with a racist and violent authoritarian
legacy involves people with different identities and interests learning how to respect their differences and to live together in peace. It involves
developing an inclusive or overarching common identity and a commitment to working together for a common destiny based on social
equity and justice. South Africa s media of mass communications have an important role to play in the process of unprecedented social
transformation - both in developing the respect for differences and the overarching identity as well as providing the public forum and the
channels of communication needed for the successful development of the country s multicultural democracy. In South Africa, the
democratization of the...
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