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Cornerstone. Paperback. Book Condition: new. BRAND NEW, What's in a Surname?: A Journey from Abercrombie to Zwicker, David McKie, This
is the Sunday Times bestseller. Surnames are much more than convenient identity tag s; they are windows into our families' pasts. Some
sug g est ancestral trades (Butcher, Smith, Roper) or physical appearance (Long , Brown, Thynne). Some provide clues to where we come from
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the mill for David McKie who, in What's in a Surname?, sets oD on a journey around Britain to find out how such appellations have evolved and
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particular names became established. He considers some curious byways: the rise and fall of the multi-barrel surname and the Victorian
reinvention of 'embarrassing ' surnames among  them. He considers whether fortune favours those whose surnames come at the beg inning  of
the alphabet. And he celebrates the remarkable and the quirky, from the fearsome Ridley (the cry of which once struck terror in the hearts of
their neig hbours) to the leg end-encrusted Tichborne, whose most famous holders were destined to suffer misfortune and controversy. Eleg iac
and amusing  by turns, he oDers a wonderfully entertaining  wander along  the footpaths of the nation's history and culture, celebrating  not just
the Smiths and Joneses of these islands but the Chaceporcs and Swetinbeddes, too.
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