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University Press of Florida, United States, 2013. Hardback. Book Condition: New. 236 x 157 mm. Lang uag e: Eng lish . Brand New Book. From
prehistoric relatives to post-endang ered status, Ouchley provides a comprehensive review of the allig ator, an iconic southern creature.
Michael K. Steinberg , author of Stalking  the Ghost Bird The conservation of the American allig ator is one of history s best examples of the
sustainable-use model for wildlife conservation. The eEort to preserve the allig ator has contributed to the conservation of wetlands and many
other wetland-dependent species throug hout its rang e. Ouchley does an outstanding  job of explaining  the mysteries of this keystone species.
Robert Barham, Secretary of Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries Kelby Ouchley is part of a g eneration of wildlife professionals that
helped bring  the American allig ator back from the brink of extinction. He provides fascinating  insig hts into its fig ht for survival. Jim Kurth, Chief
of National Wildlife Refug e System, U.S. Fish and Wildlife ServiceHaving  survived since the Mesozoic era, allig ators teetered on the brink of
extinction in the 1960s. Their recovery in the 1970s and 1980s was larg ely due to leg islative intervention, and today populations are closely
monitored throug hout their rang e. American Allig ator is the most up-to-date and comprehensive treatment of this resilient relic, a creature
with a brain weig hing  less than half an ounce that has successfully adapted to a chang ing  Earth for more than 200 million years.Kelby Ouchley
chronicles the evolution of Allig ator mississippiensis from shieldcroc the last common ancestor of modern-day allig ators, crocodiles,
caimans, and the g harial to its current role as keystone of the ecolog ical health of America s southern swamps and marshes. In Florida, the
apex predator uses its snout and feet to clear muck from holes in the limestone bedrock. During  the dry season, these small ponds or allig ator
holes provide refug e,...
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