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; and the set-aside of 155, 000, 000 under the heading Departmental Ad-ministration, Construction, Minor Projects . ( emphasis added ) While
we appreciate the need to give the VA flexibility in its spending decisions under the Medical Services account, NAMI comes from a perspective
of observing, and hopefully protecting, a number of programs important to our members and to the veterans under VA care about whom we
are most concerned. The set-asides in prior appropriations acts gave us assurance of dependability of funding sources for VA programs that
provide our loved ones the care they need. Without that protec-tion, some in VA may believe they are free to shift resources from these
programs to the detriment of veterans with serious mental illnesses. We ask that your Com-mittee closely examine Dr. Kussmans commitment
to spend appropriate sums on mental health programs to ensure this commitment is kept. Mr. Chairman, the current overseas wars in Iraq and
Afghanistan are producing a very heavy burden in follow-on mental health treatment and counseling require-ments. While we very much want
to agree with the sentiments of Dr. Kussman, that the vast majority of our soldiers, sailors, marines, airmen and Coast Guardsmen are
repatriating whole and healthy, with temporary adjustment problems, some reports are not encouraging. About two of every ten serving
members are experiencing prob-lems of a magnitude about which we all should be concerned. About 70, 000 individ-uals have so far touched
VA with some kind of mental or emotional...
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